






















































































































take reasonable precautions to determine that they have appropriate procedures in place to prevent the unauthorized 
release of your confidential information to others. In the event that we are unable to secure an appropriate 
confidentiality agreement, you will be asked to provide your consent prior to the sharing of your confidential 
information with the third-party service provider. Furthermore, we will remain responsible for the work provided by 
any such third-party service providers. 

We understand that your employees wlll prepare all cash, accounts receivable, or other confirmations we request and 
will locate any documents selected by us for testing. 

At the conclusion of the engagement, we will complete the appropriate sections of the Data Collection Form that 
summarizes our audit findings. It is management's responsibility to submit the reporting package (including financial 
statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, summary schedule of prior audit findings, auditors' reports, 
and corrective action plan) along with the Data Collection Fonn to the federal audit clearinghouse. We will coordinate 
with you the electronic submission and certification. If applicable, we will provide copies of our report for you to 
include with the reporting package you will submit to pass-through entities. The Data Collection Form and the 
reporting package must be submitted within the earlier of 30 days after receipt of the auditors' reports or nine 
months after the end of the audit period, unless a longer period is agreed to in advance by the cognizant or oversight 
agency for audits. 

We will provide copies of our reports to the City: however, management is responsible for distribution of the reports 
and the financial statements. Unless restricted by law or regulation, or containing privileged and confidential 
information, copies of our reports are to be made available for public inspection. 

The audit documentation for this engagement is the prope1ty of Welch, Walker & Associates, P.C., CPAs and 
constitutes confidential information. However, subject to applicable laws and regulations, audit documentation and 
appropriate individuals will be made available upon request and in a timely manner to any regulator or its designee, a 
federal agency providing direct or indirect funding, or the U.S. Government Accountability Office for purposes of a 
quality review of the audit, to resolve audit findings, or to carry out oversight responsibilities. We will notify you of 
any such request. If requested, access to such audit documentation will be provided under the supervision of Welch, 
Walker & Associates, P.C., CPAs personnel. Furthennore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected audit 
documentation to the aforementioned parties. These parties may Intend, or decide, to distribute the copies or 
information contained therein to others, including other governmental agencies. 

The audit documentation for this engagement will be retained for a minimum of five years after the report release 
date or for any additional period requested by any regulator. If we are aware that a federal awarding agency, pass
through entity, or auditee is contesting an audit finding. we will contact the party(ies) contesting the audit finding for 
guidance prior to destroying the audit documentation. · 

We expect to begin our audit on approximately May 9, 2016 and to issue our reports no later than June 30, 2016. Tacie 
Jo Bracken, CPA is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement and signing the reports 
or authorizing another individual to sign them. 

Our fee for these services will be at our standard hourly rates plus out-of-pocket costs (such as report reproduction, 
word processing. postage, travel, copies, telephone, etc.) except that we agree that our gross fee, including expenses, 
will not exceed $9,500 for the financial audit and $3,000 for the single audit Our standard hourly rates vary according 
to the degree of responsibility involved and the experience level of the personnel assigned to your audit Our invoices 
for these fees will be rendered each month as work progresses and are payable on presentation. In accordance with 
our firm policies, work may be suspended if your account becomes 30 days or more overdue and may not be resumed 
until your account is paid in full. lfwe elect to terminate our services for nonpayment, our engagement will be deemed 
to have been completed upon written notification of tennination, even if we have not completed our report(s). You 
will be obligated to compensate us for all time expended and to reimburse us for all out-of-pocket costs through the 
date of termination. The above fee Is based on anticipated cooperation from your personnel and the assumption that 
unexpected circumstances will not be encountered during the audit If significant additional time is necessary, we will 
discuss it with you and arrive at a new fee estimate before we incur the additional costs. 

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to City of Blue Ridge, Georgia and believe this letter accurately 
summarizes the significant terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please let us know. If you agree with 
the terms of our engagement as described in this letter, please sign the enclosed copy and return it to us. 



Very truly yours, 

W.~J~~fe,etik 
Welch, Walker & Associates, P.C., CPAs 

RESPONSE: 



Hawkins & McNair, CPAs 

System Review Report 

August 5, 2015 

To the Shareholders of Welch, Walker & Associates, PC, CPAs and 
the Peer Review Committee of the Georgia Society of CPAs 

224 East Broad Street 
Winder, Georgia 30680 

77().867-9426 

fu 770867-1240 
hawk ins 1 ooet.mdstream.net 

We have reviewed the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing 
practice of Welch, Walker & Associates, PC, CPAs (the firm) in effect for the year 
ended March 31, 2015. Our peer review was conducted in accordance with the 
Standards for Performing and Reporting on Peer Reviews established by the Peer 
.Review Board of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. As a part of 
our peer review, we considered reviews by regulatory entities, if applicable, in 
determining the nature and extent of our procedures: Toe firm is responsible for 
designing a system of quality control and complying with it to provide the firm with 
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable 
professional standards in all material respects. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on the design of the system of quality control and the firm's compliance 
therewith based on our review. Toe nature, objectives, scope, limitations of, and the 
procedures performed in a System Review are described in the standards at 
www .aicpa.org/prsummary. 

As required by the standards, engagements selected for review included 
engagements performed under Government Auditing Standards. 

In our opinion, the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice 
of Welch, Walker & ·Associates, PC, CPAs in effect for the year ended March 31, 
2015, has been suitably designed and complied with to provide the firm with 
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable 
professional standards in all material respects. Finns can receive a rating of pass; 
pass with deficiency(ies) or fail. Welch, Walker & Associates, PC, CPAs has 
received a peer review rating of pass. 

Hawkins & McNair, CPAs 



2016 Budgeted 2% Restricted Hotel Motel Tax - Contribution List 

( 30,000 was approved in the budget to be given for tourism promotion. 

The list below is the events the city will divide the budgeted amount between. 

1 Blue Ridge Marina - 4th of July Fireworks $5,000 

2 Blue Ridge Arts Association - Arts in the Park Spring & Fall $4,000 

3 Good Samaritans - Labor Day BBQ $4,000 

4 Blue Ridge Commumity Theater $3,500 

5 Blue Ridge Blues & BBQ Festival $3,500 

6 Blue Ridge Kiwanis Rodeo $3,500 

7 Light Up Blue Ridge $3,000 

8 Trouts Unlimited - Festival $3,000 

8 Blue Ridge Business Association - Fire & Ice Event $2,500 

9 Fannin Chamber of Commerce - Marketing Co-Op $2,500 

10 Blue Ridge Builders Showcase $2,000 

12 Blue Ridge Wine & Jazz Festival $2,500 

Total Budgeted Amount $30,000 


